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OVERVIEW OF IPBC COUNTRY PARTNERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS TO BLUE CARBON

IPBC country 
Partner

Total area of 
Ramsar Sites 

containing one 
or more blue 

carbon 
ecosystems (ha) 

1

Total area of UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites 

containing one or 
more blue carbon 
ecosystems (ha) 2

Total area of 
Biosphere Reserves 
containing one or 
more blue carbon 
ecosystems (ha) 3

Australia 3,623,828.0 39,138,400.0 1,544,009.0
Costa Rica 240,190.0 346,700.0 N/A
Fiji 134,900.0 N/A N/A
France 650,401.0 70,170,100.0 5,602,748.0
Indonesia 1,292,976.3 297,847.0 16,548,590.9
Japan*** 27,727.0 71,100.0 N/A
Madagascar 623,568.5 N/A 2,895,739.0
Monaco 23.0 N/A N/A
Norway 16,325.3 122,712.0 N/A
Papua New Guinea 590,000.0 N/A N/A
Portugal* 59,538.0 N/A N/A
Republic of Korea** 18,009.8 129,346.0 888,765.0
Seychelles 44,024.0 35,000.0 N/A
Sierra Leone 295,000.0 N/A N/A
Somalia N/A N/A N/A
United Arab 
Emirates

18,815.5 N/A 545,000.0

United Kingdom 455,547.9 422,101.4 462,023.0
United States of 
America

1,037,469.6 46,613,637.0 1,726,534.0

IPBC country Partner NDC include the 
conservation or 
restoration of
mangroves, 

seagrasses, and/or 
saltmarshes as 

mitigation
components of 

NDC 1

GHG 
inventory 

include 
blue 

carbon 
ecosystem

s 2

Ramsar 
Sites 

containing 
one or 

more blue 
carbon 

ecosystem
s 3

UNESCO 
World 

Heritage 
Sites 

containing 
one or 

more blue 
carbon 

ecosystems 
4

NBSAP include 
coastal 

wetlands for 
their role in 

climate change 
mitigation and 

adaptation 5

Country is 
member of the 

High Level Panel 
for a Sustainable 
Ocean Economy 
(Ocean Panel)

Australia No Yes 27 6 Yes ('wetlands') Yes
Costa Rica Yes No 7 2 No No
Fiji Yes No 1 N/A Yes Yes
France No No 17 3 Yes 

(‘wetlands’)
Yes

Indonesia Yes Yes 5 2 Yes Yes
Japan No Yes 10 1 Yes Yes
Madagascar No Yes 6 N/A Yes No
Monaco No No 1 N/A No No
Norway No No 12 1 Yes Yes
Papua New Guinea Yes No 1 N/A No No
Portugal No No 6 N/A No Yes
Republic of Korea Yes Yes 8 4 No No
Seychelles Yes No 2 1 Yes Yes
Sierra Leone Yes No 1 N/A No No
Somalia No (‘coastal 

wetlands for 
adaptation’)

No N/A N/A Yes No

United Arab 
Emirates

Yes Yes 5 N/A N/A No

United Kingdom Yes No 65 2 Yes Yes
United States of 
America

Yes Yes 8 3 N/A Yes



IPBC COUNTRY PARTNERS THAT INCLUDE BLUE 
CARBON AS MITIGATION COMPONENT OF THEIR NDC

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing

In NDC
Adaptation only
Not in NDC



IPBC COUNTRY PARTNERS THAT INCLUDE BLUE 
CARBON IN THEIR NDC AND NATIONAL GHGI

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing

Both NDC and GHGI
NDC only
GHGI only
Neither NDC nor GHGII



IPBC COUNTRY PARTNERS THAT INCLUDE BLUE 
CARBON IN THEIR NATIONAL GHGI

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing

Wetlands
LULUCF
Not in GHGI



RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS



IPBC COUNTRY PARTNERS THAT INCLUDE BLUE 
CARBON IN THEIR NDC AND NBSAP

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing

Both NDC and NBSAP
NDC only
NBSAP only
Neither NDC nor NBSAP



KEY MESSAGES

• The inclusion of blue carbon in national 
climate strategies is highly country-specific. 
Moving forward: step-wise approach to 
integrating blue carbon in national climate 
strategies

• Reporting blue carbon in GHGI is still a 
challenge for several countries

• There are several other international 
frameworks and processes that can 
contribute to protecting blue carbon 
ecosystems (alignment among them is key)



THANK YOU!

www.bluecarbonpartnership.org

e.bonotto@unesco.org 
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http://www.bluecarbonpartnership.org/
mailto:e.bonotto@unesco.org
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