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BLUE CARBON & INTERNATIONAL POLICY

Despite advancements in recent 
years, many opportunities 
remain to strengthen the 
inclusion of blue carbon 
ecosystems in international and 
national level policy processes 
related to climate, biodiversity, 
and sustainable development.



conservation.org/UNFCCC

conservation.org/UNFCCC-ocean-climate-
options

October 2022 – COP 27 



conservation.org/UNFCCC

Entry points within ongoing UNFCCC process and negotiations 
where countries can strengthen ocean-based action: 
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ENHANCING AMBITION VIA ALIGNED 
INTERNATIONAL POLICIES

Blue Carbon Policy Framework 

To enhance global ambition for blue carbon conservation and 
restoration, countries can:

1. Work to ensure that blue carbon conservation and restoration 
actions are recognized as important solutions to achieving 
globally agreed-to climate, biodiversity and sustainable 
development goals. 

2. Call for strengthened inclusion of blue carbon ecosystems in 
conversations related to scaling ambition.

3. Include blue carbon ecosystems in new and updated NDCs, 
NBSAPs, and other relevant commitments, and align 
commitments across policy processes, to the extent possible
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ENTRY POINTS FOR ACTION ON 
BLUE CARBON

Blue Carbon Policy Framework 
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GUIDELINES FOR INCLUDING BLUE CARBON IN 
NDCS

Technical guidance on the multiple avenues for including 
these ecosystems within NDCs

• Options for including blue carbon in NDCs
• Readiness assessment
• Adaptation: Blue Carbon in the Adaptation Component 

of an NDC
• Mitigation: Blue Carbon and Mitigation Targets
• Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Reporting and Inventories for 

Blue Carbon
• Guidelines for Implementation: Delivering on Blue 

Carbon NDCs

Updated version will be published in summer 2023.  
Co-authors: Conservation International, the Pew Charitable Trusts, the Blue Carbon Initiative, IPBC, IUCN, IOC-
UNESCO, the NDC Partnership, Silvestrum Climate Associates, and TNC
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ACCELERATING IMPLEMENTATION

Blue Carbon Policy Framework 

To accelerate and align implementation of blue carbon commitments, 
countries can: 

1. Align national blue carbon implementation efforts across 
policy processes (including NDC implementation, NBSAP 
implementation and implementation of national frameworks and 
strategies for achieving the SDGs) to the extent possible, to 
maximize available capacity and streamline reporting efforts.

2. Call for and provide increased financing for blue carbon 
projects across policy processes, and for guidance on new 
potential sources of funding

3. Ensure that capacity building efforts complement and build 
upon existing efforts across policy processes —including 
from the IPCC Wetlands Supplement and the Ramsar Scientific and 
Technical Review Panel Handbooks.
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MEASURING COLLECTIVE RESULTS & 
INNOVATING

Blue Carbon Policy Framework 
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