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I acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as 
Australia’s first people, and acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners and custodians of the land and sea where we meet today.

I pay respect to all Aboriginal and Torres  Strait Islander 
community Elders, past and present, whose knowledge and 
relationships to Sea Country are fundamental to the health of the 
coastal environment and the success of any strategy to protect 
and rehabilitate blue carbon ecosystems.
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• In Australia, combined they provide on average 
61% of diet for commercial fisheries species

• This contribution equates to 1000’s of tons of fish 
biomass per year = at least $35.6 million in Aus.

• 1 hectare of seagrass = 207 kg more fish per year 
compared to seafloor without seagrass

Coastal wetlands power Australia’s
Inshore fisheries
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Seagrass meadows support recreational fishing
With an estimated 3 million recreational fishing trips, this adds up to over 

$33.1 million per annum



• Coastal wetlands protect $2.7 

billion valued property across 

south-eastern Australia

$1.86 billion

$702 million

$82.7 million

Coastal Hazard Risk Reduction:

Mapping the Role of Wetlands in protecting shorelines
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A guide to measuring and accounting for 
the benefits of restoring blue carbon 
ecosystems

Purpose: to demonstrate the benefits of restoring coastal blue carbon 
ecosystems, for climate (coastal protection, flood risk reduction, climate 
change mitigation), biodiversity, and people (First Nations peoples, 
fisheries, pollution, recreation).

Objectives: 

Provide a process to implement Ecosystem Accounting for 
restoration projects in coastal blue carbon environments

Info. on how to populate accounts, data needs, methods to use, 
outputs produced

Provide standardized approach to valuing the ecosystem services

Place importance on accurate, appropriate data

Implement guide at 2 case study sites: Hunter River, NSW & 

Trinity Inlet, QLD

Target audience: groups implementing coastal restoration projects



The System of 
Environmental 
Economic 
Accounting
(SEEA)



How to use the 
guide



Trinity Inlet 
case study
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Trinity Inlet 
case study

An increase of over 100 ha of blue 
carbon ecosystems, mostly supratidal 
forests



Trinity Inlet 
case study
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Coastal wetland ecosystems
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