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Coastal Wetland Restoration 
The Great Barrier Reef Foundation, in consultation with scientist, Traditional 
Owners, government, community groups, and Australia's environmental NGO 
community has created an ambitious plan to accelerate and scale coastal 
restoration opportunities on the Great Barrier Reef, and the Pacific.

Over the next decade we aim to pilot, prove and position to scale high impact 
projects that benefit people and planet. 

By proving new restoration methods in seagrass, mangroves and tidal marsh 
habitats we can accelerate Nature Repair Solutions and catalyse the creation of 
genuine low carbon economies led by farmers and Traditional Owners.

We aim break down the barriers that are preventing communities to accessing and 
mobilising finance to scale solutions and protect their livelihoods. 

We must keep pace with the urgent need to scale solutions to meet the demands of 
the climate crisis, together. 
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Prove
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Enabling conditions – seagrass restoration  

Knowledge that the permitting 
framework for coastal restoration in 
QLD is not fit for purpose. 

Traditional Owners and other 
local orgs wanting to build 

readiness and capability in NbS

Available mapping, data and 
decision support tools to select 

restoration sites

Strong advocacy and support for new 
seagrass blue carbon method to 
create ACCU’s (finance) and the 
development of the nature repair 
market

Increasing corporate 
responsibility that will stimulate 
large scale investment into 
restoration, which is critical to 
reach Net Zero and Nature 
Positive 

Proven seagrass restoration 
techniques that can be scaled; with 

others emerging  
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DRONE TRAINING FOR SEAGRASS TRANSECT MAPPINGENABLING SEAGRASS 
RESTORATION AND 
PROTECTION – OUR PROJECTS

PARTNERS
James Cook University, Central Queensland 
University, Reef Catchments, BMRG, 
Wuthathi, Girringun, Woppaburra, 
Mandubarra, Goondoi, GMYPBC, YBM, 
Jabalbina, Junjuwarra - Aboriginal 
Corporation’s.

REEF CATCHMENTS SEAGRASS NURSERY

Wuthathi Aboriginal Corporation 
engage in seagrass monitoring 
drone training, Cape York 
Peninsula.

Seagrass Nursery Project managed by Reef Catchments and 
Central Queensland University, Airlie Beach, Whitsundays.



Seagrass Restoration Roadmap - GBR



Research: 

Domestication and rewilding potential modified from Van Katwijk et al 2021.

Broaden research 
beyond Zostera to 
include other high 
potential species such 
as Halodule and 
Thalassia.



Restoration trails and locations: 

Target restoration in locations with: 

a) declining trends, based on high temporal resolution data for 
intervention.

b) high habitat suitability but no data and high risk, for the establishment 
of mapping, monitoring and restoration trials.

Table. Snip of MCA analysis for sites with data.  



Finance:  



CRICOS: 00219C | TEQSA: PRV12073 | RTO: 40939

Gladstone Restoration: 



BIODIVERSITY CREDITS

Independent methodology 
Audit and verification processCREDITS

Delivery entity and 
partners
SMEs, TO enterprises, 
cooperatives

Science and R&D
Technologies  - Modelling and 
Decision Support - Monitoring 
methods

Seagrass and biodiversity 
outcomes are generated over 
the life of the project

$

$

Safeguards: 
How does 
the 
government 
assign the 
legal right, 
and to 
whom?



BIODIVERSITY CREDITS

Quantification: 
How to select 
indicators to 
measure state of 
seagrass?

Qha Year 0 (Extent*Condition of the 632 
meadow) = Combination range from 79.14-
246 Qha at Year 0. 



What is next?

• Sourcing funding to implement Roadmap recommendations for 
scaling seagrass restoration on the GBR 

• Investing in an Accounting for Nature environmental account to 
standardise measures for extent and condition for credits

• Exploring both carbon and nature finance for existing restoration 
pilot projects. 



barrierreef.org Discover  Explore  Protect 

Thank you 
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